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institutions, recognized the juridical personality of Catholic corporate
bodies, and, above all, conceded the Church's right to continue to
give religious instruction in the schools to Catholic? children. Article21
of the concordat provided that:
The teaching of the Catholic religion in tho elementary, vocational,
secondary and superior schools shall he a regular subject, and shall be
given in conformity with the principles of the Catholic Church. In
religious education, particular care shall bo taken to develop the con-
science with respect to duties towards the nation and civic and social
duties according to the maxims of faith and Christian moral law, which
shall be done likewise in all other subjects. Tho subject-matter and the
choice of texts for religious instruction shall bo determined in agreement
with superior ecclesiastical authority. The superior ecclesiastical
authorities shall be given the opportunity to determine, in accord with
the school authorities, whether the pupils are receiving religious instruc-
tion conforming to the doctrines and needs of the Church.
This last concession was possibly the most important of all from
the Catholic point of view; and, while it might  have passed un-
remarked in the contemporary United Kingdom or United States,
it constituted an exceptional and inestimably valuable privilege in a
'totalitarian' state in which liberty of opinion and teaching was in
general more jealously withheld than liberty of any other kind*1 In
exchange for this, and for the general intention to make life possible
in Germany for devout Catholics (an intention which the conclusion
of the concordat in itself implied), it is not surprising that the Vatican
should have tacitly accepted the extinction of the Centre Party in
Germany as it had accepted that of the Partita Popohtre in Italy, or
that in Germany, as in Italy, it should have consented to keep its
clergy out of politics. In so doing, the Vatican was making conces-
sions in a field of activity which wan not directly its own in order to
strengthen the position of the Church in the fields that were vital to
it. It was evidently the policy of the Vatican ut this time to go to the
utmost lengths in avoiding conflicts with secular Powers on issues of
less than absolute importance from the Catholic standpoint,2 just
x There was also another mitigation of 'totalitariimwrn' in the concordat
with National-Socialist Germany which likewise had its precedent in tho con-
cordat -with Fascist Italy. In thiw case, as in that, the Vatican secured the
insertion of a clause in favour of Catholic cifeonn of tho 'totalitarian state'
who, in nationality, belonged to an alien minority. In the concordat with the
Beich, the formula was that in the matter of religious wryiew, religious in-
struction, and ecclesiastical organization, national minoritiM in Germany
should be treated not less favourably than CatholicB of German origin and
language in the corresponding foreign country.
a The policy of the Vatican towards the Centrum arid the Nazis in Germany
may also conceivably have been influenced to a certain extent by personal
factors. Cardinal Pacelli, the Cardinal Secretary of State, WUH reported to have